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By LEW GUAN X1
lewguanxi@thestar.com.my

SOME strata manﬁgenief_:thodiek;

in Selangor want the authorities
to consider introducing a legal
aid fund to help them recover
maintenance fee arrears f.mm
defaulters.

This was following Subang
Jaya assemblyman Michelle N|
move to introduce such a fund in
her constituency.

Supporting the move, Dallas
Villa Pandan Heights joint man-
agement body (JMB) chairman
Haresh Vikram Vijayakumar said
management bodies were often
discouraged from taking legal
action against defaulters due to
the cost and time incurred.

“A legal aid fund could allevi-
ate this burden, allawing the
management bodies to enforce
maintenance fee collections
more effectively and ensuring
that all residents contribute fair--
ly to the property’s upkeep,” he

aid.

He noted that currently about
38% of the units in his condomin-
ium in Pandan Perdana were
defaulting on their maintenance
fees, contributing to an estimated
total debt of RM700,000.

“This significantly impacts our
monthly collections, which are
often insufficient to cover our
operational expenses.

“It also limits the funds availa-
ble for essential services like
security, cleaning and repairs,
leading to a decline in the prop-
erty’s overall condition,” he said.

In July, Ng announced an-allo-
cation of RM20,000 in a legal aid
fund aimed at supporting JMBs
and management corporations
(MC) in Subang Jaya, specifically
to address overdue maintenance
fees at low- and medium-low-cost
flats.

The fund covers 50% of legal
fees up to a maximum of
RM3,000 for a year.

Each JMB and MC can select

Haresh says a legal aid fund will
ultimately ensure all residents
contribute fairly to the property’s
upkeep.

The majdrity of Permata Residence apartment owners p'ay their

maintenance fees promptly. — Photo courtesy gf TAN KUAN KIT

their legal representation and
must fill up an apphmnon form

to access the fund.

Flats located within S512 to 19,

USJ1 to 22, and PJS7, 9 and 11,
are eligible to apply to the fund

under Ng’s constituency.

Permata Resldenr_e]MB chair-
~man Tan Kuan Kit said the legal

aid fund could ensure every stra-
ta huilding was protected and
could collect sufficient mainte-
nance fees from residents.

He also called for the state gov-
ernment to be more proactive in

Ng introduced a legal aid fund in
her Subang Jaya constituency to
help JMBs recover maintenance
fee arrears from unit owners.
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supporting the management bod-
ies’ efforts to'pursue outstanding
maintenance fees.

“The management bodies
should be able to send the lists of
defaulters to the local councils to
enable them to issue official doc-
uments demanding the default--
ers to settle outstanding fees.

“Local councils should also
create more awareness about the
importance of paying mainte-
nance fees.

“I personally encountered
many owners who don't know
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Tan says a legal aid fund can
-enable JMBs and MCs to collect
sufficient maintenance fees.
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Dallas Villa Pandan He]ghts JMB says Ial:k of malntenance funds because of defaulters among uwnars. has delayed repatrs such qs for these walls, — Photos: LEW.GUAN XI/The Star
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| Some management bodles call for Iegal ald fund
' while others use mediation, negotlatlon first

the fees' usage,” he said.

Tan added that 80% to 90% of
owners in his apartment building
in Kajang paid their maintenance

fees regularly, so the JMB was

- currently not in dire shortage of -
- funds.

| Mediation prevents conﬂict

However, some strata organi-
sations said mediation should be
prioritised when dealing with
defaulters.

Strata Owners. Amouahon
Malaysia honorary secretary
Kelvin Chong said interventions

‘inthe form of legal aid funds

could fuel conflicts between the
marnagement bodies and the
defaulters.

. “Such allocations will encour-
age the management bodies to
bring the cases to court, which is
very costly for them and the
defaulters. ;

“Though they can choose to file
a case at the Strata Management
Tribunal (tribunal), which is
cheaper, the process can be
time-consurming and it may take
up to six months for an award to
be issued,” he said.

Chong called for the establish-
ment of a strata mediation centre
in Selangor, like the Kuala
Lumpur Strata Community
Mediation Centre (PMKS WPKL).

PMKS WPKL was formed by
Kuala Lumpur City Hall through
its Commissioner of Buildings

Chong calls for the establishment
of a strata mediation centre
in Selangor.
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Asset Management Department,
in collaboration with the Unity
and National Integration
Department under the Prime
Minister’s Department.

It aims to resolve the conflicts
among strata owners and act
as the alternative dispute
resolution, especially when the
disputes are outside the Strata

- Management Act’s (SMA) 2013

parameters.

‘While welcoming the fund,
Lafite Apartments MC chairman
Patricia Kang said negotiation
with the defaulters was still
preferred instead of collecting
arrears by legal enforcement.

“The management body is
encouraged to offer repayment
schemes Lo property owners who
are facing financial difficulties.

“Only when the defaulters fail
to uphold their obligations to pay
the maintenance fees then the
management bodies are left with
no choice but to take legal action,
as permitted by the Strata

- Management Act,” she said.

Kang said Lafite Apartments
MC in Subang Jaya provided
instalment plans for defaulters to

. help them settle their arrears.

“The lump sum is split into
monthly payments and included
in their monthly maintenance
charges and si fund.

“We are also open fo other
payment proposals suggested by
defaulters,” she said.

When contacted, Ng said
she supported mediation, but
it was currently not legally
enforceable

“There is a need to do some-
thing within the current frame-
work while waiting for other
options to take shape, which is
why we introduced the legal aid
fund,” she said.

She also encouraged JMBs and
MCs to offer repayment schemes
to property owners facing finan-
cial difficulties, before pursuing
legal action.

Kang says the Lafite MC offers
maintenance fee repayment
schemes to property owners who
are facing financial difficulties.
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4 News

ah stc é-orm d
Work to stablllse collapsed walls to follow says Teratal rep

By JAROD LIM
jamdltm@mMr com. my

WATER from a storm drain is
being diverted following partial
collapse of the infrastructure in

* Taman Lembah Ma]n, Pandan
Indah in Selangor.

Teratai assemhlyman Yew Jia
Haur said Air Selangor was carry-
ing out the work to prevent fur-
ther erosion at the site of yester-
day morning’s incident.

"I‘l'us has resulted in a tempo-

: disruption of water supply
for ‘more than 300 usersin the
commercial area,” he said.

He added that stabilisation
works involving installation of
sheet piles would follow. 2

Yew had earlier met with rep-
resentatives from Am| ]aya
Municipal Council (MPA]), 3%
Selangor, Selangor. Drainage and
Irrigation Department (DID) a.nd

- Hulu Langat Land Office. =

“AJandslide had prw!ously
nccun?ded in the sgimng area on Oct
13, and an project was
scheduled t:lzpsgt.gwn Novd,

“After an early morning down-
pour, the embankment gave way
due to soil erosion,” he saidina

Yew (foreground) and others
inspecting the collapsed storm
drain in Taman Lembah Maju.
_ (Inset) Air Selangor workers at

- otns. GLENN GUANI

"Plpe maintenannawur!s are

press conference at the site. ;
Police were alerted at 4.35am.  being carried out by Air
MPA] in a media statement said  while will he dnneby
the vehicle that fell into the storm  DID,” the statement added. T
drain was removed at 11.30am, Yew said there ha:ihee;n no _—
with the help of personnel from e regular updates.
Pandan Indah police station and ~ “We will liaise with Air
Fire and Rescue | ent. Selangor to provide water tanks.
It added that the site of the - “There are about 368 shn
dent had been closed off while ‘houses and shoplots here,”
repair works were underway. added.
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TRANSFORMING THE

Petra is committed to ensuring
sustainable and innovative management

MOST Malaysians understand
and appreciate the complexity of
supplying and managing the
water or energy resources that
empower the nation.

The country’s Energy Transition
and Water Transformation
Ministry (Petra) mobilises the sec-
tors for both energy and water in
Malaysia.

The Ministry has been commit-
ted towards its vision of leading
the governance of sustainable
and inclusive electricity and
water supply to ensure the
well-being of the nation.

It is also focused on implement-
ing water transformation to the
sector in order to ensure a safe
water supply for the people
through the adoption of smart
technology and digitalisation.

Water transformation refers to
the management of rivers, floods
and sewage, as well as seasonal
floods to ensure that consumers
get a clean supply. :

This process ensures a sustaina-
ble national water resource and
drives Malaysia as a dynamic
water hub that contributes to eco-
nomic development, creates new
job opportunities, and facilitates
R&D, innovation and commercial-
isation.

In doing so, Petra plays a vital
role in empowering water gov-
ernance at the federal, state and
local government levels towards
integrated water management.

To transform water towards
more efficient water manage-

AES SIS TAN

ment requires an integrated
information system that allows
cooperation with state govern-
ments.

This is essential to protect water
security and ecosystem sustaina-
bility for a better future.

It sustainably manages water
resources, supplies and sewerage
services, not only to guarantee
availability of this valuable
resource for humans and the eco-
system, but also to ensure the
rakyat’s safety when flood disas-
ters occur.

Such implementations include
the Flood Mitigation Programme,
National Flood Forecast and
Warning  Programme, the

National River Trail Programme,

the River Conservation and
Cleaning Programme, the
National NRW  Reduction
Programme, the Riverside Water
Reservoir (TAPS) Production of
Reclaimed Water, and the com-
prehensive water tariff adjust-
ment of IWK’s sewerage charge
rebate.

Under Petra are 10 agencies
that play different yet crucial
roles in the management of the
nation’s energy and water
resources, ensuring their efficient
and sustainable use.

These include the National
Water Services Commission,
which oversees the nation’s water
supply industry, as well as the
Drainage and Irrigation
Department, which protects and
manages water resources for eco-

STAR
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NERGY AND WATER SECTORS

Petra plays a vital role in empowering water governance at the federal, state and local government levels
towards integrated water management

‘nomic and environmental sus-

tainability and quality of life.

It oversees and conducts
research on water-related issues
via the National Water Research
Institute of Malaysia and handles

the distribution of water supply

under the Water Supply Division,
while its Water Asset Management
Berhad manages water assets
within the country. .

It also also oversees sewerage
services in urban areas through
the Sewerage Services
Department as well as Indah

Water Konsortium, which manag-

es and operates the country‘s Sew-
erage services.

Petra also manages the formu-
lation of new energy transition
policies for the people, industry
and the country; as well as ensur-
ing that electric generation is

‘managed in a sustainable and -

equitable manner, so that the
safety and well-being of the rak-
yat is guaranteed.

These include the People’s Solar
Transition (Solar@PETRA) initia-
tive, the Solar For Rakyat Incentive
Scheme (Solaris), the Renewable
Energy Division (TBB), the
Malaysia Renewable Energy
Roadmap (MyRER), the National
Energy Transition Roadmap
(NETR), the National Energy Policy
(DTN) and the Imbalance Cost
Pass-Through (ICPT) mechanism.

_ The Energy Commission regu-
lates electricity supply industry in
Malaysia, while its Sustainable
Energy Development Authority
promotes the development of
renewable energy in Malaysia

Another division in the energy

sector is' MyPower, which over-

sees the reform of the power anc
electricity sector in Malaysia.

It adheres to the net-zero car
bon policy by 2050 and has imple
mented several initiatives thai
align with four of the six Madan
pillars, which are assurance, safe
ty, sustainability and well-being.

Through these pillars, Pefre

- aims to:

> ensure the confinuous anc
consistent supply of energy anc
water for the nation

> assure supply of quality anc
clean water and the efficient anc
safe use of energy

> empower the managemeni
and regulation of sustainable anc
inclusive energy and water sup
ply

> improve people’s well-being
with access to reliable energy
supply and clean water supply.
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Keadaan tanah runtuh
Indah, awal pagi semala

'yang berlaku di tempat letak kenderaan GWam dl jaIan 1/4 Taman

Tanah runtuh di Pandan indah

Lembah Maju, Pandan
(Foto Hazreen Mohamad/BH)
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Kereta ]atuh dalam
tebing di lokasi sama

Kawasan parkir
ditutup sementara
bagi laksana

kerja pembaikan
Oleh Muhaamad Hafis Nawawi

dan Neor Hidayah Tanzizi
bhnews@bh.com.my

Kuala Lumpur: Insiden tanah
runtuh yang berlaku di Lembah
Maju, Pandan Indah pada 12 Ok-
tober lalu berulang apabila se-
buah Proton Saga terjatuh ke da-
lam tebing di lokasi sama, ki-
ra-kira jam 3.30 pagi semalam.
Ketua Polis Daerah Ampang
Jaya, Asisten Komisioner Mohd
Azam Ismail, berkata pihaknya
menerima maklumat mengenai
kejadian itu pada jam 4.35 pagi.

Katanya, polis, bomba dan Ma- .

jlis Perbandaran Ampang Jaya
(MPAJ) dikejarkan ke tempat ke-
jadian.

“Siasatan awal polis mendapati
lokasi kejadian adalah parkir
awam bersebelahan sebuah long-
kang besar.

“Terdapat sebuah kereta Pro-
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Kenderaan dibawa keluar
dari tanah runtuh

ton Saga yang di parl;m; terjatuh

ke dalam runtuhan tebing,” ka-
tanya menerusikenyataan, sema-

i ADUN lawat kawasan

Dalam pada itu, Ahli Dewan Un-

dangan Negeri (ADUN) Teratai
Yew Jia Haur yang melawat ka-
wasan itu mengesahkan kawasan
parkir Kenderaan awam berde-
katan dengan lokasi kejadian ta-
nah runtuh itu ditutup semen-
tara bagi memberi laluamn untuk

kerja pembaikan.

“Jabatan Pengairan dan Sali-

Mm/'

ran (JPS) melalui pihak kontrak-
tor dilantik akan melaksanakan
kerja membaik pulih tebing ber-
kenaan bermula hari ini (sema-
lam).

“Setakat ini pihak pengurusan
Air Selangor Sdn Bhd (Air Se-
langor) sedang mengusahakan
pembahagian bekalan air untuk
3000 pemegang akaun sekitar
Lembah Maju ekoran terdapat
gangguan bekalan air selepas in-
siden tanah runtuh itu,” katanya
pada sidang media di sini, se-
malam.
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DBKL roboh 17

Operasi di sekitar
PPR Jelatek
pastikan imej
bersih ibu negara

Oleh Nor Azizah Mokhtar
bhnews@bh.com.my

Kuala Lumpur: Dewan Banda- |

raya Kuala Lumpur (DBKL) mero-
bohkan 17 struktur penjaja haram
di sekitar kawasan Projek Peru-
mahan Rakyat (PPR) Jelatek, di

DEBL dalam satu kenyataan,
berkata tindakan tegas itu dilak-
sanakan dengan kerjasama Polis
Diraja Malaysia (PDRM), Tenaga
Nasional Berhad (TNB) dan Air
Selangor.

“Tindakan perobohan dijalan-
kan selepas notis pemakluman
selama 14 hari diberikan kepada
penjaja haram untuk mengosong-
kan tapak.

“DBEL juga mengadakan sesi
libat urus dengan Persatuan Pen-
duduk PPR Jelatek dan beberapa
siri bancian bagi mengenal pasti
penjaja yang tidak aktif,” katanya.

DBKL dengan keqasama TNB dan pohs merobohkan 17 struktur pen}aja haram d: PPR Jelatek, semalam.
(Foto ihsan DBKL)

Pihak berkuasa tempatan
(PBT) itu berkata, tindakan pero-
bohan terbabit bertujuan memas-
tikan aktiviti penjajaan haram ti-
dak dibiarkan berleluasa.

“Ini sekali gus berfujuan me-
melihara imej dan reputasi Kuala
Tumpur sebagai bandar raya yang
teratur dan bersih.

“Aktiviti penjajaan haram yang
semakin bertambah ini bukan
sahaja memberikan imej nega-
tif kepada persekitaran, malah
mengeanggu lalu lintas, utiliti

awam dan menjejaskan kebersi-
han;” katanya.

Sehubungan itu, DBKL tidak
akan bertolak ansur terhadap
mana-mana pihak yang memen-
tingkan diri dengan membina
struktur secara haram yang men-

cetuskan pelbagai masalah kepa-

da penduduk.

“Pihak DBKL ingin menegas-
kan mana-mana struktur penjaja
haram di kawasan PPR akan te-
rus dibendung bagi mengelakkan
pencerobohan berulang dan me-

BERITA HARIAN
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mastikan kawasan perumahan
adalah selesa untuk didiami,” ka-
tanya.

. Dakwa tidak terima notis

Sementara itll, peniaga yang pre-
misnya dirobohkan, Azmi Mu-
sa, 59, mendakwa tidak meneri-
ma sebarang notis daripada DBKL
berhubung tindakan perobohan
itu.

“Minggu lalu kami ada diberi-
tahu secara lisan oleh DBKIL: me-
ngenai tindakan perobohan dan

By 5[1]

kami diberitahu mereka datang
“Tetapi, apa yang berlaku hari

-8 ini mereka (DBEL) bawa jento-

lak dan terus merobohkan kedai

kami,” katanya kepada BH.

Azmi berkata, peniaga bukan
tidak mahu berpindah, tetapi per-
lu diadakan perbincangan dahu-
Iu kerana mereka perlu mencari

- tempat untuk menyimpan barang
: yangadadalamkedax_

Beliau yang menetap di PPR Ja-

- 1an Jelatek, berniaga ayam goreng

sejak lebih 15 tahun lalu sebagai
sumber utama rezeki.

“Kebanyakan kami di sini
adalah peniaga kedai makan. Ber-
sebelahan kedai saya ada tiga ke-
dai iaitu dua bengkel dan sebuah
kedai menjual pakaian terpakai.
Tnilah sumber rezeki kami selama
ini.

“Pemaga kedai makan ada di-
tawarkan berniaga di UTC Datuk
Keramat, tetapl seperti yang ra-
mai tahu permagaan di situ ku-
rang memuaskan.

“Satu lagi perkara, kebanya-
kan peniaga kedai makan men-
jalankan perniagaan -bermula
waktu petang kira-kira jam 4.30
petang sehingga tengah malam,
maka lokasi yang ditawarkan itu
kurang sesuai,” katanya.



