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YAP CHEE HONG/The Star

e STAR [5[lo

By BAVANI M and
SHALINI RAVINDRAN
metro@thestar.com.my

EIGHTY—YEAR-OL_D V. Ponni is
one of the oldest remaining resi-
dents of Ladang Bukit Jalil, locat-
ed near 6% Mile, Jalan Puchong
in Kuala Lumpur.

The former rubber estate bor-
dering Selangor is one of two last
remaining rubber estates in
Kuala Lumpur. The other rubber
estate is Ladang Bukit Kiara.

Ponni arrived at the estate as a
child, and has spent her entire
life in the area working as a rub-
ber tapper, alongside many oth-
ers who have toiled on the estate
for decades.

While many families haye
moved out since the government
acquired the estate land, Ponni
and 41 other families are holding
on to the hope that they would
one day own permanent homes
on the land where they have
lived and worked for genera-
tions.

Looming threat

However, that hope is now
under threat.

A government notice propos-
ing degazettement of land where
the estate is situated has raised
concerns of potential redeveloj
ment. ¢

The lot in question also
includes a Muslim cemetery and
nearby Immigration depot.

For Ponni and other residents,
this proposal only deepens their
fear of displacement.

Community leaders from near-
by Kampong Bohol in Kuala
Lumpur and Kinrara in Puchong,
are calling for transparency, urg-
ing residents to voice their con-

- PR P
T parents’ 100-year-old wooden house; she is determin

dto sta;‘ln her childhood resiaantiaf:aregl — Photos:

Losing the only

home they've known

Former workers of Kl's Ladang Bukit Jalil fear

being displaced

cerns about the future of the
land and their homes at a public
hearing on Thursday.

On Oct 10, the Attorney
General's Chambers published a
notice inthe Federal
Government Gazette, announc-
ing the proposed revocation of
land encompassing the former
Ladang Bukit Jalil, the Muslim
cemetery and Immigration
depot, under Section 64(2) of the
National Land Code,

Lot 45585, measuring 10.54ha
or equivalent to 14 football
fields, was designated for public
use in 2009 and'includes hoth
the former rubber estate and
burial ground.

The notice, signed by Chief
Secretary to the Government Tan
Sri Shamsul Azri Abu Bakar, has
sparked concerns among the
residents and nearby
stakeholders.

Elderly Ladaﬁg Bukit Jalil residents gather in front of their homes to discuss their situation.

Colonial-era legacy

Ponni arrived at the estate at
the age of eight with her father,
Verai Kuppan.

Today, the widow and mother:
of five still lives in her late par-
ents’ derelict home that was
built during British rule.

Constructed in the early 1940s,
the zinc-roofed house, with a
small chimney, is emblematic of:
the architecture of the era.

Ponni's parents, like many oth-
ers at the time, were brought to
the estate to work on the rubber
plantation.” '

Her childhood friend Chelli
Ramasamy, who was featured in
a StarMetro report in 2012 ask-
ing for a low-cost house at the
former estate land, died two
years ago.

Ponni and Chelli were rubber
tappers at the estate until it
ceased operations in 1995,

by proposed degazettemen

Atits peak, the estate housed
over 250 families.

However, after the govern-
ment acquired the land in 1980,
and the subsequent elosure of

the estate in 1995, many families

gradually moved out - some
willingly, others reluctantly —
accepting compensation and
offers to rent units in near
People’s Housing Projects (PPR).

Ponni, like Chelli’s daughter
Shanti Rengasamy, 54, her hus-
band P. Kathiravan, and their
daughters Muhinthini, 27, and
Rakehimi, 25, continued to live
on the estate grounds in their
parents’ houses, holding on to
hopes of owning homes in the
area.

“I want to remain here where
I've lived for five decades. Not in
a PPR unit, but in the home I
have lived in my whole life as a
rubber tapper,” said Ponni.

e &
Ponni holds up her birth certificate
and [C as proof that she's one of

the oldest residents of Ladang
Bukit Jalil.

Paramasivam: Government must
include residents in whatever plan
ithas forthis area.

Shanti said, “My mother led a
difficult life, rising at dawn with
only an oil lamp to guide her as
she tapped rubber in the
plantation.

“Her entire life, all she wanted
was her own home. Instead, she
lived in fear of losing her home
until her death.”

Despite receiving repeated but
unfulfilled promises from the
government, the remaining fam-
ilies have been waiting for deca-
des to sequre permanent homes
on the estate.

Residents, especially those still
living on the former estate
grounds, were alarmed after
hearing ahout the government
notice to degazette the Ladang
Bukit Jalil land and its
surroundings. "

The landis only a stone’s
throw from the Kampung Bohol
Flood Retention Pond, which
Was recently sold to a developer
for a housing project.

Residents fear the proposed
degazettement could be another:
move to sell off land for a hous-
ing development.

Chasing the dream

The remaining families are
calling on the government to
build low-cost housing on the
existing 1.6ha land which also
has a Hindu temple.

Ladang Bukit Jalil Estate
Workers® Action Committee
chairman K. Paramasivam said
DBKL had in 2009 earmarked
the estate houses for demolition,
but this did not happen.

“If the government is degazet-
ting the land for redevelopment,
it mustinclude us in whatever.
plan it has for this area.

“We have been fighting for our

THE STAR
15 0CT 204

TatTtkhseisnainsaransossessssits



StarMetro report on Jdty 23,2012,

The Muslim cemetery near Lada
degazettement exercise.

ngh(s for 40 years, and we have
met prime ministers and minis-
ters but there is still no solution.”

In September 2018, the com-
mittee discussed the matter with
then Federal Territories minister
Khalid Abdul Samad, who had
promised to:look into their
claims, but nothing came of it:

“We met with Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Anwar Ihrahim’s aide
earlier this year and submitted
all the necessary documents, and
we are still waiting for a'res-
ponse,” said committee secretary
K. Balakrishnan.

“All we are asking for is what's
rightfully ours - a place to call
home on the land where we've
lived and worked on for decades.

“We're just asking for the dig-
nity of owning what has always
been promised to us,”

* save Kﬂmyn.r\g Euhol Flnod

Retention Pond pro-tem commit-
tee chairman Saniah Arabian, 64,
worried about the land as it also
involved a Muslim cemetery.

“Space constraints are a big
issue in Kuala Lumpur, and as a
resident living nearhy, this new
degazettement exen:ise is worry-
ing,” Saniah said. -

Pro-tem committee se
Chin Chong Men, 76, said the
degazettement exercise involved.
a significant portion of land and
expressed concern over the situ-
ation similar to what happened
with the Kampung Bohol pond.
land. :
“We will attend the Oct 17
hearing. [ am curious to hear
what the plans are for this area.

“J find it suspicious that
Ladang Bukit Jalil residents, who

>The Federal Govemnment, !
i meFederaITemwdos(FT)Mlmstry
~ acquires the estate using the Land
'Aoquls!tionAc’c'fQBU I

promises that the estate workers
and their families can continue to
reside at |.adang Bukit Jalil until

low-cust homes are built for them.

>In Septemg. the FT minister

>LadangE Bua Jalil ceases

n February, during a meeting
th then Federal Territories and
Urban' Welt-belng minister Raja

RMZSDDDeacty'nEﬂwhiletherestare
offered RM11,000as ;
eompensation SRR

> DBKL issues notice that eviction
and demolition will be done on

‘(nam.j J Ily @WHB"
‘onJuly 16 u e
Emergency (Essential Powers)
Ordinance 1969 (claaxanceof
Squalters Regulaﬁons)

> Several eviction notices are
' issued to residents on Nov 2,

10,2009 and May 19 & July 20,
2010, :

in

| 2007: May 12 & Dec 23, 2008; Dec |

March 15. Residents are urged to
operations as a rubber estate. accept units at PPR Muhibhah.
> Some of the land is used for the | > Estate residents then initiate
construction of a sports complex | legal action to stop DBKL from
to host the 1998 Commonweahh evicting them. The High Court
Games. strikes out the suit brought by
estate residents on the grounds
2007 thatthey had filed the suit against
>The former estate workers and |
their familles are Igbelled as

~ >0nDec 20, 2010, residents
receive yet another eviction notice
from DBKL to vacate the area

under the Emergency Ordinance.

will clearly be affected hy the
degazettement, were nnt
informed. .

“We hope ﬂ1ey won’t be dis-
placed,” said Chin.

Save Kuala Lumpur Coalition
chairman Datuk M. Ali said it
was deeply concerning that not
‘many people were aware of the

Tarikh:

of RM85,000 1o former estate

proposed degazenement.
especially as it involved land
affecting the Muslim cemetery
and the former Ladang Bukit
Jalil workers.

“The former estate workers
are not squatters, they are resi-

dents who have worked hard all

their lives and deserve to know:

THE STAR

> Resident I'esenwtiVes
with new Fl'minlster Khalid Abdul
Samad.

2019
> 0n May 6, residents receive an
eviction notice from Federal
Territories of Kuala Lumpur Lands
and Mines Office (PTGWF). A few

* | days later, Khalid announces that

the notice is rescinded!

> During a meeting with Khalid on
May 14, residents are informed
that Ladang Bukit Jalil land has
been allocated as a burial site and
Immigration depot.

2024
> Former Ladang Bukit Jalil
workers committee represen-
1atives meet with Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim's special
duties officer on the unresolved
issues.

> 0n 0ct 10, the Attomey General's
Chambers publishes a notice
announcing the proposed
revocation of land around the
former estate and other lots under
Section 64(2) of the N "5-" Land gl

_ about the future of their homes.

“The government needs to be
more transparent about this
process.

“I strongly encourage residents
to attend the hearing to fully
understand what is happening
and make their voices heard,”
added Ali.
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Klang CunsrungrAssodannn
president A. Devadass said a
section of the fence installed
on both sides oftheraﬂy\gqy e

tracks were d. agemﬁeﬁ =

years ago and reinstall
Keretapi Ta.nah M"elayu Bhd

"Earher this manthe_—,fmee@

e

‘was dams againan Isee

people crossing the tracks, Hsk-_' ¢

© Ing their lives,” he said.
Devadass said some peuple

takmﬁ e easy way out to
get to and Gedung

Raja Ahdu.l]ah a.nd Jalan Tepi’
Sungai.

“Fences are there to deter
residents from Jalan Tepi
Sungai crossing over to Jalan
Gedung Raja Abdullah as a
short cut to K]ang’s Lmle IndIa il
hesaid. ; e

Cmssmg mirway uack, he
said, had hecome mluer due to

; &% thas:h:auon mJ(lang:
ately repair the broken fence, e i

C ssmgra
fast—mcjw gsi

~between ]anuary anclAugust
this year.

‘Kl'MBTiad warned thatthose
- caught damagmg the fenr.e or

ing the tracks,” he sai : :
Devadasssmduwasmpossx IR

ble for oncoming trains to. ntacted a Railway

stop in time to avoid a collision _Assets Corporation (RAC)

due to their sheer size and spokesperson said workers

weight. have been de; p]nyed to mspect
Heurged KTMB to immedi-

On Oct 10, The Star reported Devadass wants KTMBtn. g
KTMB staling that there had  repair the damaged fence :
been 282 cases of people caught to stop people from
crossmg the raﬂway track & cmsslﬁg the train tracks 3
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Putrajaya to adopt

STRATEGIC twin cities coopera-
tion between the Federal
Territories, particularly
Putrajaya and Shanghai, China,
will allow Malaysia to learn
more about smart city manage-
ment, said Dr Zaliha Mustafa.
" The Minister in the Prime
Minister’s Department (Federal -
Territories) said the initiative
would also help the country
adopt innovation-based techno-
logical solutions and remain at
the forefront of adopting mod-
ern approaches.- .
< am confident this coopera-
tion can elevate the Federal
Territories’ (allowing it to imple- |
ment) resilient and innovative
urban management,” she said in.

Dr Zaliha wants Malaysian

students to return home after

their studies and contribute to
~the country’s development.

a social media post during a — Bernama
recent official six-day visit to : X :
Shanghai. Dr Zaliha said the meeting

While there Dr Zaliha met -
with representatives from

focused on sharing expertise in
urban regeneration strategies

Shanghai Municipal People’s adopted by Shanghai for 10 of |
Government, reported Bernama. its key districts involving the

The meeting was held follow- redevelopment of residential,
ing the Cabinet’s decision commercial, and industrial
regarding the twin city coopera- areas by 2025 that was expected
tion between Putrajaya and - to impact the city’s overall
Shanghai. ; growth significantly.

“One aspect that caught my

~ attention is the implementation

of Sponge City, a smart flood
management strategy using

“advanced monitoring technolo-
* gy, including underground ;

SEnsors.

~ “This concept not only

* strengthens the city’s resilience

against extreme weather chang-

'  es, but also has the potential to

minimise the impact of natural

_disasters in flood-prone areas,”
she said.

Dr Zaliha added that the

model could serve as an inspira-

tion for the Federal Territories

" to integrate green technology

into urban planning for a more.

; sustainable future.

She added that Shanghai has

~ also implemented a detailed

urban grid management system,
where the city is divided into
smaller areas monitored using
CCTV technology and a public
database. B
After Shanghai, Dr Zaliha
visited Shenzhen and attended
a dinner with Malaysian :
students, civil servants and
representatives of Malaysian-

Shanghai's smart city méh-agement |

owned companies.
~ In her speech at the event,

she asked them to tap into their

global networks to enhance
Malaysia’s international

competitiveness.

She also urged Malaysian stu-
dents to return home after their
studies and contribute to the
country’s development.

‘Dr Zaliha highlighted

~ Malaysia’s improving economic -

landscape that she credited to
the country’s current political
stability.

“The political stability we are
experiencing today has signifi-
cantly boosted investor confi-
dence in Malaysia,” she said.

She also expressed pride in
Malaysia’s recent achievement,

ighlighting Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim

~ Dbeing recognised as the 15th

most influential Muslim leader
in the world.

Dr Zaliha also emphasised the
crucial role played by Malaysia’s
three Federal Territories —
Putrajaya, Kuala Lumpur and
Labuan, in driving national
growth.
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leaving the douhle—storey house  '

off ]alan Bagan Iennal_ h
d

personnel were greeter
piled around the ‘hous
inside the house.
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Experts: Most M’sians car

By DIYANA PFORDTEN
and'SHYAFIQ DZULKIFLI A
newsdesk@lhes!ancnn‘l.-rry._.' (IR

fa
PETALING JAYA: For many kbl
Malaysians ‘struggling with the
cost ofliving, the price of a healthy

diet is getting harder to swallow
as food prices continue togoup. )

In conjunction with the United =
Nations! World Food Day tomor-
row, The Star went grocery shop-
ping to find out how muchiit costs
to eat healthy in the Klang Valley,
where prices are typically higher:
than rural locations:

We went to a popular grocery
outlet to buy ingredients needed
for ctmkinl_&l and preparing a
week’s worth of healthy meals for
one person, based on information
in the Health Ministry’s Malaysia
i

e ministry’s guide con a
menu. ofmrgxgsm;pemdign@d meals
along with ingredients, serving
sizes and nutritional information.

Lunch
Food item

ly. rous she ﬂ B AR
policies, such f?f@‘sm - The cost of a healthy diet can

itional info; Pl , food  also be affected by locality and
Calculating from the total bill, ] ~ culture or ethnic influences, said
we found that it would cost a per- Tepl, {
son an average of RM17.90 per - To support a healthier diet in
day to eat healthy, based on the Malaysia, she said it is crucial to
meals listed in the guide. invest in research and infrastruc-

Animal-source food made up
30% of our bill, followed by vege-
tables (18.3%), starches (16.7%),

- ture to increase fruit and vegeta-
;hgg(fmqqcﬁdh. as well as reduce
food wastage, lower transporta-

oils and fats (16.2%), fruits and tion cost, and stabilise food prices.
legumes (12.29%), and nuts and _ She said improving wages and
seeds (6.7%). > Khazanah Rest 7 itior es in M lightly. = S e addressing broader issues like

Data from the World' Bank, (KRI) research oh ! p [ 1 “We cannot underestimate the urban planning and labhour poli-
meanwhile, shows a lower esti- : y  fooc numbers because 600,000isstilla  cies are essential to ensiire people

‘ althy
mate of how much a healthy diet diet in' Malaysia is likely much
costsin Malaysia,  ° er than the World Bank’s esti- ~ spen

According to figures from the mate, R 1
international financial institi-  This is due to hidden costs such
tion, the minimum cost of a astime spent to acquire the food,
healthy dietin Malaysia is RM5.94  food preparation, transportation

r lot of people for Malaysia, an can afford and have access to
- upper-middle income country.”  nutritious food.

“In many cases, they opt to Teoh said the cost of a healthy  World ‘Food Day is an interna-

spend on food that is higher in diet would likely continue to rise tional day celebrated every year
starch, such as ri due to inflation. ! worldwide on Oct 16 to commem-
She said without a commensu-  orate the date of the founding of

per person per day. cost, as well'as energy and fuel ] _rate increase in income and the FAQ/in 1945,

Such an amount will buy the costs. / e rates and e wages, more people This year's theme is, “Right to
least expensive locally. available “It does not fully capture the versu t > il able to afford a healthy foods for a better life and a better
food to meet the requ ements for  cost welincur every day. egetables that are full of nu “Th eans this future.” &
energy and food-based dietary. “One reason is that the defini- ents but lo i1 : %

_ guidelines for one person. tions used by the World Bank and i Read this story at thestar.com.my

According to the World Bank, the UN’s Food and Agricul at an estimate 5. of . _ ; of formore details on whatwe
among others, fruits make up the ganisatio 0) the  Malaysia's tion - e stagnation,” shesaid. ~ bought and the meals we pre-
Diggest portion of the cost for a  most affordable locally available  about 600,0 e-couldnot  Teoh said bigger households pared. ,
healthy diet, at 24.9% or RM1.35 a : h ealthy diet e spending increasingly more ;
day, followed by animal source ; 15 A - also she ting out due to time fac-
food at 23.8% (RM1.28) and vege- she said, e o
tables at 20.8% (RM1.12). i

Actual prices for food items will

~ “When you are cooking at
- home, you are more in control,”

vary according to location and
other factors, but according to
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Oleh NURAINA

HANIS ABD.HALIM
hanis.halim@mediamulia.com.my

PETALING JAYA: Sebanyak 5,647
kawasan berisiko banjir di se-

luruh negara dikenal pasti oleh

Jabatan Bomba dan Penyelamat
Malaysia (JBPM).

Ketua Pengarah JBPM, Da-
tuk Nor Hisham Mohammad
berkata, daripada jumlah itu,
Sarawak merekodkan jumlah
kawasan risiko banjir tertinggi
iaitu 1,066 lokasi, diikuti Sabah
(798); Pahang (750), Johor (745)
dan Kelantan (617).

Katanya, ia diikuti dengan
Perak (286), Selangor (271), Ke-
dah (260), Terengganu (258) dan
Pulau Pinang (241).

“Selain itu, sebanyak 124
lokasi risiko banjir turut dikenal
pasti di Melaka, Negeri Sembi-
lan (120), Kuala Lumpur (73),
Perlis (22) dan Labuan (17).

“Kita juga mengenal pasti
kawasan berpotensi terjadinya
kepala air melibatkan kawasan
air terjun iaitu 201 lokasi,” ka-
tanya kepada Utusan Malaysia
semalam.

Mengulas lanjut, menurut Nor
Jisham, lokasi paling banyak

berisiko berlakunya kepala air
adalah di Sabah (52), Kedah (39),
Sarawak (19) serta Kelantan dan
Terengganu masing-masing 18.
Jelas beliau, sebanyak 17
Jokasi titik panas kepala air di

JABATAN Bombadan Penyelamattelah_ benhdaf:m g
5.647kawasanselunﬂmegarapadahujmgtamnhi.' UIUSANISHAHIRNOOREBH‘ F

Perak dan Negeri Sembllan dii-
kutl Selangor (6)Perlis dan Johor
lima.

HUL/

Tarikh:

AN %‘%WSI UA4

bencanabqﬁ

i 8,398 bomba sukarela dan 2,147

bomba bantuan dengan jum-
lah keseluruhan seramai 24,671

~ orang.

“Kira-kira 932 aset kenderaan
termasuk marin, udara dan lori
akan digerakkan ke lokasi ke-
jadian,” katanya.

Ditanya berhubung keper-
luan membekukan cuti anggota
bomba, Nor Hisham berkata, ia
akan dibuat berdasarkan lokasi
dan keadaan banjir di kawasan
tersebut.

Dalam pada itu, beliau me-
nasihatkan orang ramai untuk
menangguhkan percutian di
kawasan-kawasan peranginan
air menjelang musim Monsun
Timur Laut ini.

Katanya orang ramai perlu
lebih cakna dengan ramalan
cuaca yang dikeluarkan agar
dapat mengelak daripada terpe-
rangkap dalam sebarang ben-
cana seperti tanah runtuh atau
kepala air ketika melakukan ak-
tiviti rekreasi di kawasan air ter-
jumatau di lereng-lereng bukit.

“Elakkan daripada mengun-
jungi kawasan riadah air kerana
berisiko berlakunya kepala air,
perubahan paras dan kederasan
air yang sukar dibaca alirannya,”
ujarnya.
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Jalan Masnd India selamat

Oleh ARIF AIMAN ASROL
danHAFIZSAIDINA
Utiisanhews@mediamtilia commy

KUALA LUMPUR: Jalan Masjid
India disahkan selamat untuk
semua  aktiviti menerusi be-
berapa kajian yang dilakukan

selepas insiden wanita warga

India te:jatuh ke dalam luba

ibang
benam  di kawasan_ tersebut'

pada 23 Ogos lalu.
Menteri di Iahatan Perdana

Penyelamat Malaysia (

PM),
Jabatan Kerja Raya (JKR),

Jabatan Mineral dan Geosains
Malaysia (JMG);

“Pertubuhan profesional se-
perti Institusi Jurutera Malaysia
(IEM) dan Pertubuhan Geotekni-
kal Malaysia (MGS); katanya
semasa sesi Pertanyaan-Pertan-
yaan Bagi Jawab Lisan di Dewan
Rakyat, semalam.

Beliau berkata demikian bagi
menjawab soalan daripada Pra-
bakaran Parameswaran (PH-Ba-
tu) yang memintanya menyata-
kan status keselamatan terkini

i dantmdakanyangbakaldlam

bil hasil daripada kajian yang
telah dijalankan berkaitan tanah
jerlus yang berlaku diJalan Mas-
jid India termasuk kawasan- ka-

insiden samaberulang.

“(Antara  langkah pendek
adalah) Audit Integriti Aset
Utiliti yang sudah dilaksanakan
oleh syarikat-syarikat utiliti di

‘maklumkan, kem;aan melaluj

}_ DBKL sudah menyumbangkan

RM30,000 untuk membantu

wans mangsa, mendiang G. Vi-
Lakshmi dalam meringan-

kan ‘beban mereka akibat trage-

di tersebut.

Katanya, keluarga mangsa ti-

rut menerima sumbangan dari-

pada pihak swasta yang bersim-
pati sebanyak RM10,000.
“Ini merupakan tanggung-

jawab sosial untuk membantu
keluarga mangsa yang trauma
atas kehilangan yang tersayang,

“Menyentuh tentang pam-
pasan, kerajaan tidak meng-

wasan lain yang berpotensiber-  kawasan Gentral Business Dis- halang  sekiranya  keluarga
laku mendapan. trict (CBD), termasuk Jalan Mas-  mendiang mangsa  hendak

Dalam pada itu, Dr. Zaliha jid India. (Selain itu), penggu-  mengemukakan tuntutan mela-
berkata, kerajaan melakukan naan teknologi untuk mengesan  Iui saluran | ‘perundangan ter-
beberapa tmdaka.ulangkahpen sebarang pergerakan tanah atau  hadap agensi ya.ng berkaitan,”
dek dan panjang bagi mengelak Iohong bawah tanah. katanya.
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! "mengemas barangan rosak aklbat banjlr

Sedla peruntukanfl has selesai

ban] 1r kllat secara menyeluruh

Ty

KLANG: Kera;aan negeri dlgesa

menyediakan peruntukan khas

bagi mengatasi masalah banjir
kilat yang didakwa kerap mel-
anda sembilan buah kampung

- di Kota Raja di suu, se;ak 10 ta-

‘hun lalu.

Hal demikian ini kerana
masalah banjir kilat di kawasan
tersebut dikatakan bukan han-
ya berlaku pada musim teng-
kujuh atau air laut pasang, se-
baliknya setiap kali hujan lebat
dalam tempoh satu hingga dua
jam.

Ahli Dewan Undangan Neg-
eri (ADUN) Sungai Kandis, Wan
Dzahanurin Ahmad berkata, ala-
san Monsun Timur Laut (MTL)
serta air pasang tidak lagi wajar
menjadi ‘penyendal’ kepada isu
banjir kilat di kawasan tersebut.

Menurutnya, pelbagai ad-

uan sudah pun d1buat kepada
pihak berkuasa tempatan (PBT)
serta jabatan-jabatan berkaitan
termasuk menyuarakannya di

‘dalam Sidang Dewan Undan-

gan Negeri (DUN), namun lebih
setahun berlalu, situasi sama
kerap berlaku sehmgga hari ini.

“Tiada  penambahbaikan
langsung, malah lebih teruk.
Jadi, alasan untuk kata ban-
jir kerana monsun (MTL) tak
boleh pakai. Sebab pada Feb-
ruari atau tengah tahun pun,
kalau hujan dalam sejam pun
banjir.

“Tetapi kita tak dapat re-
spons daripada pihak berwa-
jib,” katanya ketika ditemui
Utusan Malaysia.

Malah, beliau juga men-

~ egaskan faktor kewangan atau

bajet tidak boleh dijadikan ala-

san kegagalan menyelesaikan

masalah banjir kilat kerana
bencana itu bukan baru mel-
anda kawasan berkenaan.

Terdahulu, akhbar ini mel-
aporkan ﬂkewu1udan longkang
atau saliran air tidak ‘bertuan’
sepanjang 600 kilometer (km)
dikenal pasti antara punca ber-
lakunya banjir di Selangor.

Kesemua longkang itu di-
bina pihak tertentu sama ada
melibatkan kawasan peruma-
han, tepi jalan, kampung atau
kilang.

Malah, beliau juga dilapor
mendedahkan terdapat sembi-
lan Rancangan Tebatan Banjir
(RTB) di Selangor dikenal pasti
sebagai projek sakit yang mer-
upakan sebahagian daripada
41 projek dengan peruntukan
keseluruhan RM482 juta.
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Bonus, BAP, pelepasan cuka1 permlntaan staf awam, swasta

Oleh AHMAD SHAHERMAN Q@ 4'
SHAMSURI 2y

PETALING JAYA -— Rata-rata
penjawat awam mengharapkan
kerajaan dapat meneruskan
pemberian bantuan khas pen-
jawat awam atau ‘bonus’ men-
jelang hujung tahun ini sebagai
persiapan untuk pembukaan se-
kolah dan sambutan Aidilfitri.

Bagi kakitangan swasta pula,
mereka berharap agar kera-
jaan dapat meningkatkan had
pelepasan cukai dan menerus-
kan Bantuan Awal Persekolahan
(BAP) bagi meringankan beban
ibu bapa.

Menurut seorang penjawat
awam yang mahu dikenali seba-

gai Firdaus, 45, meskipun kera-

jaaan bakal melaksanakan Sis-
tem Saraan Perkhidmatan Awam

(SSPA) yang akan meningkatkan_

gaji kakitangan awam antara tu-
juh‘hingga 15 peratus, namun
pemberian bantuan khas amat

ditagih.

Ini kerana kata bapa kepada :

lima cahaya mata itu, bantuan
khas atau lebih dikenali sebagai
‘bonus’ sangat dinantikan-nanti-
kan oleh penjawat awam setiap
kali pembentangan belanjawan.
“Biasanya dengan duit bantu-
an inilah kami akan gunakan un-

PENJAWAT awam dan swasta memlnta kerajam menemskan

Bantuan Awal Pe‘isekolahan (BAP) kepada pelajar. - GAMBAR HIASAN

- tuk persiapan sekolah dan per-
- siapan hari raya. Kebetulan pula,

sesi persekolahan tahun depan
akan bermula pada Februari.

“la kemudiannya diikuti bu-
lan Ramadan pada awal Mac dan
Hari Raya Aidilfitri pada bulan
vang sama. Tempoh sebulan
yang singkat ini pasti akan mem-
beri kesulitan dan tekanan teru-
tamanya kepada mereka yang
mempunyai ramai anak seperti

'saya,” katanya ketlka dihubungi

Kosmo!semalam.

Firdaus yang berasal dan
Ipoh, Perak itu berkata, sekira-
nya kerajaan dapat meneruskan
bantuan khas kewangan seperti

 tahun-tahun sebelum ini, ia amat

melegakan penjawat awam yang
bergaji sederhana tetapi tinggal
di ibu kota dan mempunyai anak
ramai sepertinya.

Sementara itu, seorang kaki-

~ tangan swasta yang ingin dike-
- nali sebagai Ahmad, 40, berkata,

harapan sebahagian besar kaki-
tangan swasta sepertinya adalah
supaya kera.laan ‘dapat mening-

g katkan had pelepasan cukai pada

pembentangan Belamawan 2025

" padaJumaat:m

:ielasnya, dengan memngkat-

y kan ‘had pelepasan cukai terse-
- but, leblhan ‘daripada gaji yang
_dlperolehl itu sedikit sebanyak:

- dapat mengurangkan beban kos

oy sara hidup di ibu kota serta kesan

: kena:kanhargabarang semasa.

< “Walaupun ~saya dikatego-
rikan sebagai M40, namun- jika
dihitungkan dengan kos per-

: ’_'belan,]aan diibu kota ini, gaji saya

umpama B40 atau kurang lagi
jika d]bandmgkan dengan tinggal

dinegerilain.
~ “Sebagai contoh sewa rumah

di sini (Kuala Lumpur) antara

- RM1,000 hingga RM1,500, kos

taska anak pun mahal, kalau bayi
pula kos jagaan sekitar RM600
sebulan.

- “Itu. belum masuk barang

‘dapur, duit sekolah anak, ke-

perluan bayi, kos minyak, tol, dan
parkir untuk ulang-alik ke tem-
pat kerja. Gaji sahaja M40 tetapi

- hakikatnya kami B40;” luah bapa

tiga anak itu. _
Selain pelepasan cukai, kata-

Tarikh:

nya, dia juga berharap agar kera-
jaan dapat meneruskan pembe-
rian BAP kepada semua pelajar
untuk sesi persekolahan tahun
hadapan.

- Dalam pada itu, bagi seorang
petani dikenali sebagai Afnan,
34, yang tinggal di sebuah kam-
pung di Kuala Krai, Kelantan
mengharapkan Kerajaan dapat
meningkatkan dan menstabilkan
harga getah dan kelapa sawit.

Ujar Afnan, ramai penoreh
dan pekebun sawit mengeluh
kerana kedua-dua komoditi itu
terutamanya getah skrap sentia-
sa berubah mengikut musim.

“Malah ada kebun di kampung
saya tiada yang mahu menoreh
kerana harga getah kadang-ka-
dang terlalu murah sedangkan
semua barang terutamanya ma-
kanan meningkat berlipat kali
ganda.

“Sekiranya kerajaan dapat
meningkatkan harga lantai getah
mungkin RM4 sekilogram (yang
sebelum ini RM3 sekilogram
menerusi Insentif Pengeluaran
Getah (IPG), saya yakin ramai
anak muda seperti saya sanggup
duduk kampung menoreh dan
mengusahakan kebun kelapa
sawit berbanding berhjirah ke
bandar untuk mencari kerja lain,”
tambahnya.
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KHAIRIL ANWAR MOHD AMIN

umaat, 18 Oktober 2024 menjadi
detik keramat untuk penentuan pem-
bentangan inti pati Balan}awan 2025.
Istimewanya kali ini, ia disifatkan
sebagai belanjawan paling penting dan
mencabar setelah kerajaan Madani pimpi-
nan Perdana Menteri merangkap Menteri
Kewangan, Datuk Seri Anwar [brahim ju-
lung kali membentangkan inti pati belan-
jawan era Kerajaan Perpaduan tahun lalt.
Dalam kekangan dan kesuraman eko-
nomi dunia ditambah konfiik perang se-
rantau Asia Barat semakin memuncak,
amat perlu diperhatikan sama ada keraja-
an bersedia meneruskan amalan berbelanja

besar untuk membantu rakyat atau memilih
langkah rasionalisasi bagi mengurangkan
mencecah

hutang fiskal negara yang telah
RM1.173 trilion.

e
S

hidup dan peningkatan harga |
keperluan asas.

BagI Ketua Strategi dan Pengurusan
him I

nal

kepadagolongan
di telur dengan kena.lkan mendadak duti

Untuk rekod, Belanjawan 2024 ber-  leh

temakan ‘Reformasi Ekonomi Mem

perkasa
Rakyat’ melibatkan patuniukan RM393.8

bilion.

Belanjawan tahun alu juga diklasifikasi-

kan sebagai belanjawan tertinggi pernah
dibentangkan negara dengan pecahan
peruntukan RM303.8 bilion untuk belanja

mengurus, RMS0 bilion! bagi belanjapem ik

bangunan dan RM2 bilion simpanan luar
jangka.
Antara perkara besar diumumkan pada

Belanjawan 2024 ialah kenaikan kadar

Cukai Perkhidmatan daripada enam pe-

ratus kepada lapan peratus, pengenalan:

cukai barang bernilai tinggi, kenaikan ber-
peringkat harga diesel, akaun fieksibel
Kumpulan Wang Simpanan Pekerja (KWSF)
dan pengenalan cukai keuntungan modal.
Bagi Belanjawan 2025, beberapa pakar
ekonomi tempatan menjangkakan terdapat

15 perkara atau ‘kejutan’ besar yang ber- -

potensi menijadi titik fokus utama kerajaan

Madani untuk dilaksanakan pada tahun

hadapan.

15 perkara besar itu merangkumi
jangkaan pengumuman rasionalisasisub-
sidi petrol RON 95, pengenalan semula
Gukai Barangan dan Perkhidmatan (GST)
bagi menggantikan SST, pemansuhan se-
penuhnya subsidi diesel, kenaikan men-
dadak duti eksais ke atas tembakau dan
alkohol serta pemansuhan subsidi pen-
didikan kepada golongan elit mahu pun
subsidi telur.

Selain itu, Belanjawan 2025 diunjurkan
memperincikan sistem kenaikan gaji pen-
jawat awam, perangkaan reformasi pen-
tadbiran awam termasuk inisiatif rasiona-
lisasi badan berkanun, pelaksanaan dasar
qaji progresif secara berperingkat dengan
kewajiban mandatori terhadap syarikat-

syarikat 'mahakaya’ dan perangkaan Pelan.

Transformasi Kesihatan Planet.

Tambahan titik fokus besar Belanjawan
2025 lain adalah pembangunan Akta
Penangkapan Penggunaan
Penyimpanan Karbon (GCUS), pe-
merkasaan inisiatif meningkatkan kek eko-
nomi bumiputera, pengenalan inisiatif
Deposit Madani untuk pembeli rumah per-
tama, peningkatan sokongan tunai kepada
kumpulan rentan menerusi Sumbangan

dan.

ningkatkan pendapatan Kerajaan secara
lebih efisien berbandlng Cukai Jualan dan
kira :

ngecualian untuk barangan )
kepeduan asas adalah strategi

"Bagi kepeduan rnenaikkan G
kadar duti eksais untuk temba-
kau, rokok, alkohol dan cecair
vape, hasil cukai tambahan

diperoleh boleh disalurkan
kembali kepada sektor ke-
sihatan khususnya rawatan pe-
nyakit berkaitan penggunaan lambakau-‘
dan alkohol.
' “Guma dalam aspek pemotongan aub-

subsidi telur, pelaksanaannya periu lebih
berhati-hati: kamna langkah sedemikian.
mungkin akhirnya membebankan agensi
kerajaan berkaitan dan meminggirkan ke-
bajikan kelompok elit mahu pun marhaen,”

- katanya kepada Sinar Premium.

= pentadbiran awam, Pangralédlk dar:
P an rul
o Ao unihdeé‘nafhkﬁ-’ |

putusan itu: memberi kesan positif dari
Selain itu, beliau melihat langkah rasio-

naimaslbadanbmmnunyangmpunym. _-, pen!

fungsi bertindih mampu mengoptimumkan

 produktiviti institusi-institusi berkenaan, alternatif
mengelakkan pembaziran sumber ke-
wangan dan manusia serta mengurangkan 0

karenah birokrasi.

“Ini bukan sahaja memberi manfaat ke-
pada penjawat awam, tetapi berupaya me-
nyokong sektor-sektor perniagaan yang
bergantung permintaan tempatan. Cuma
kerajaan perlu memastikan kenaikan gaji

Tarikhi cfeefeesreriee

nmmhﬂml(umngmm
mzshagl

sektor awam agar ekonomi
negara terus berkembang ber-
kadar langsung dengan pe-
ngukuhan kewangan negara.

~ “Dalam aspek rasionalisa-
si badan berkanun, antara
agensi dilihat bertindih fungsi
' adalah Lembaga Kemajuan
Tanah Persekutuan (Felda)
Lembaga Penyatuan dan
Pemulihan Tanah Persekutuan
(Felcra) di mana kedua-duanya
terlibat pembangunan tanah
dan | kawasan |uar bandar,”

‘Bagi Razli, reformasi pentadbiran awam
dilaksanakan secara radlkal dan drastik
. pula boleh menyebabkan ketidakstabilan

dalam struktur pentadbiran dan meng-

operasi perkhidmatan awam, ter-

ganggu
. utama jika rasionalisasi badan berkanun

tidak dilaksanakan secara berhati-hati

elaksanaan
prngrasrl munglun menekah syarikat, ter-

pengmn k pgarangan dan pef

al 0s i -
. Dicadangkan agar pendekatan

latihan ke-

[ seperti mer ;
‘mahiran dan inovasi dalam kalangan pe-
kerja boleh diperkenalkan untuk me- -

ningkatkan pendapatan tanpa periu
menatapkan struktur gaji progresif yang

ketat,” ujar beliau.

Menyentuh aspek perangkaan Pelan
Transformasi Kesihatan Planet dan pem-
‘bangunan Akta CCUS, Razli dan Shahrul

 ini selari dengan pmdumﬁﬁ:} {

dan

in.  kecil, mikro dan
| terdedah b

hu dibmnh
i"mn.l.m ]mgh pendek Belmllwan

Zaman befkongsl pandangan bahawa
kedua-dua inisiatif itu amat penting demi
menangani impak gangguan manusia ter-
hadap sistem semula jadi bumi termasuk
perubahan iklim, pencemaran dan degra-

 dasi ekosistem yang memberi Kesan lang-

sung terhadap kesihatan makhluk bumi:

“Kerajaan juga melihat CCUS sebagai
'salah satu pendorong pertumbuhan baha-
ru ekonomi yang berpot pe-
laburan nilai tinggi'lebih RM100 bilion da-
Jam tempoh 20 tahun akan datang,” ujar
Shahrul Zaman.

Pen ‘bersifat sementara

~ Mengenai unjuran pengenalan inisiatif

deposit Madani untuk pembeli rumah per-

{ w'na peningkatan jumlah sokongan tunai

golongan rentan dan agihan sub-
s!dlld‘\asmenanganilsuhargabamngme-
ningkat, Razli merasakan inisiatif berkenaan
hanya satu bentuk penyelesaian bersifat
sementamymgﬁdaknm}adipemelasanan

- jangka masa

panjang.

“Pemberian deposit diunjurkan se-
‘banyak RM30,000 mungkin tidak me-
nyelesaikan isu asas pemilikan rumah se-
perti harga rumah akan terus meningkat
dan kekurangan rumah mampu milik di

pasaran.

“Lebih baik kerajaan fokus untuk me-
laksanakan lebih banyak projek perumahan
mampu milik dan mengawal harga pasaran
atau harga bahan binaan asas.

“Sama juga dengan pemberian per-
untukan tambahan untuk bantuan STR
yang dilihat kurang efektif dalam me-
nyelesaikan isu ketidakstabilan pekerjaan
dan pendidikan rendah.

“Kerajaan perlu memastikan bahawa
segala pemberian insentif tunai dan sub-
siditidak bertentangan dengan prinsip ke-
adilan selain tidak membebankan pihak
tertentu dengan harga tidak adil, peng-
agihan tidak telus dan beretika," tegasnya.
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|01 Properties, MPS
jalin kerjasama
anjur Costume Funq
Run, Fun Day@
Central Park

o

Zr»o

Oleh AISYAH BASARUDDIN -
SHAH ALAM

yarikat pembangunan
hartanah, 101 Properties
Group Berhad (IOIPG)
dengan kerjasama
Majlis Perbandaran Sepang
(MPS) menganjurkan Costume
Fun Run dan Fun Day @Central
Park sempena Karnival Komuniti
Mampan@Sepang serta Hari
Tanpa Kenderaan di 16 Sierra,
- Puchong Selatan, Sabtu lalu.
Ketua Pegawai Operasi
Kumpulan 10IPG, Teh Chin
Guan berkata, kolaborasi itu di-
buat bagi menggalakkan peng-

libatan masyarakat dalam me-
ngamalkan gaya hldup sihat, di
samping mempamerkan bandar

lestari 16 Sierra salaku IDkaSl

pilihan.

-orang awam menyerlal pelbagal
aktiviti menarik disediakan se-
panjang kamtvalgberlangsung
seperti pertandlngan mawama

dio, zoo anjuran IOI GitSi,F&[m :

peraduan Snap and Win, e-
basikal dan banyak lagi.
“Sebagai salah satu pemaju
hartanah terkemuka di negara
ini, kami berusaha membawa
komuniti beriadah dan berjalan-
jalan di kawasan taman di-
naiktaraf menerusi acara Fun

'Day @Central Park.

“Memandangkan rakyat
Malaysia utamakan kesihatan,
pelari memakai kostum watak
kegemaran menerusi acara
Costume Fun Run,” katanya

dalam kenyataan pada Isnin.

Pelepasan Costume Fun Run

disempurnakan Yang Dipertua

MPS, Datuk Abd Hamid Hussain

Jaias beliau. lebibil 500'&

dengan peﬁyertaan lebih 1 ,000

pelari untuk dua kategori lima

kilometer (km) dan 10km.

- Sementara itu, Pengurus

Besar IOIPG 16 Sierra, Calvin
Sew berkata, pihaknya menaik
taraf kawasan Central Park dan
memperkenalkan beberapa ke-

‘mudahan baharu bagi me-

menuhi keperluan orang awam
ser_tar penduduk.

Peserta mmalmkosﬁmsempmacaralaﬂm Costume Fun Run di 16 Sierra, Puchong Selatan pada Sabtu.

Tambah beliau, zon mesra
haiwan peliharaan, laluan ber-
basikal, kawasan bersenam
untuk golongan dewasa atau

- kanak-kanak, dek pemerhatian,

fasiliti futsal dan bola keranjang
serta taman pelangi antara yang
diperkenalkan untuk kegunaan
orang awam. :

“Selain itu, di kawasan ber-
kenaan juga ada taman gazebo,

gelanggang badminton Amigo
Clubhouse, kafe dan akan da-
tang ruang bermain papan se-
laju.

“Sebagai usaha 16 Sierra
yang memfokuskan kelestarian,
Central Park juga dinaiktaraf
dengan 29 lampu solar untuk
keselamatan pengguna taman,
ditambah pula 25 bangku kitar
semula,” ujarnya.
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Percukaian, PwWC -

Oleh Mohd Halzam Abdul Azlz
dan Zaim Zulkifli,
bhblz@bh COm.my

G Pada 1 Ogos 2024, Malaysia telah mengo—
. rak langkah besar ke arah memodenkan

~ lihan ini sebahagian daripada strategi
negara untuk meningkatkan transforma-
si digital, memperkemas pematuhan cu-
kai dan menmgkatkan kecekapan tran-
saksi kewangan.

Pengarah

Malaysia

Pengurus Kanan .
Percukaian,
. PwC Malaysia

- menghantar dan menerima invois dalam

gi untuk menghantar data invois antara
perniagaan dengan Lembaga Hasil Da-
lam Negeri (LHDN) bagi memastikan ke-
tepatan maklumat dan kadar pematuhan
lebih tinggi:

tung tahap hasil pendapatan perniagaan
pada tahun kewangan 2022. Tarikh pe-
laksanaan fasa pertama ialah 1 Ogos 2024
bagi permagaan yang mempunyai hasﬂ

tahunan melehi RMIOO juta.
Pelancaran e-Invois N pada 1 Ogos 2024
menghadapi permulaan. yang km:npleks lanjutan
daripada aduan berhubung kesukaran mengakses
sistem MyInvois LHDN akibat banyak penyerahan
e-Invois, dengan lebih 500,000 penghantaran untuk
pengesahan diterima.

| LHDN pasti telah mengurangkan tahap kebi
| ngan perniagaan dari segi kesediaan untuk m

 transaksi perniagaan dengan pelaksa-
naan e-Invois secara berpemngkat Pera- |
‘usaha melaksanakan e-Invois sepenuhnya ba

format digital. Ia menggunakan teknolo-

Tarikh pelaksanaan e Invms bergan-

Pengena]an grace permd selama 6 bulan'ple

i

sanakan e-Invois. Bagaimanapun, pennnggggzlﬁ
diingatkan pada penghujung tempoh peralihan i
setlap perniagaan dikehendaki melaksan‘akan.
vois sepenuhnya. 5
Im bermaksud perniagaan perlu menemskan

mengelak kemungkinan penalti dikenakan. Tem-

poh peralihan 6 bulan yang diberikan hanya sedi- | p

kit ‘masa tambahan’ untuk memberi peluang kepa— -

s | da perniagaan berkaitan bagi memas_t1kan semuar
Secara umum, e—Invms adalah proses - -

keperluan e~Ir£v01s adalah teratur.

Cabaran utama d}hadam [lEﬂ]d"d
naan lebih lewat (1 Januari 2025 dan 1 Julau 2025)
perlu melaksanakan penilaian impak bagi menge-

nal pasti bagaimana e-Invois memberi kesan kepa-

‘da mereka dan mengenal pasti perkara yang perlu
~dikemas Kkini atau diubah dari segi proses pernia-

gaan dan perspektif teknologi.
Dengan mengambil kira apa pengalaman pelak-

‘Sanaan e-Invois oleh perniagaan fasa pertama (1

Ogos 2024), cabaran atau halangan utama yang di-

‘hadapi perniagaan adalah seperti berikut:

+ Kos penubuhan awal: Pelaksanaan sistem

e-Invois mungkin memerlukan pelaburan awal |

yang ketara dalam aspek teknologl dan latihan pe-
kerja.

» Pengurusan perubahan: Menyesualkan diri
dengan proses dan sistem baharu boleh memad1

f{',.
"',Judkan.,k s

Perniagaan yang mempunyai tarikh akhir | elaksa" i

an an“- sensmf adalah pentmg untuk

: engela'l@encerobohan data dan- ‘penipuan.

. aupun pihak kera,]aan telah berusaha mewu-
edaran dan menyedlakanagarm panduan

Jyang meluas, tahap 'kesedlaan bagi pelaksanaan

-e‘-Iuvbls erbeza antara perniagaan. Sejak penge-

‘nalan e-Invois, kerajaan mengadalan

_erbmcangan bersama pemain industri bagi me-

- mahari isu rumit dan cabaran khusus yang diha-

dapi setiap industri dalam melaksanakan e-Invois.
~ Dengan émhentangan,Belamawan 2025 tidak

lama A;gemﬂndangkan e-Invms akan memberi
= o ‘niaga; kera;;aan

‘boleh-mengamhll kesempafan i i menggans-

kan perkara yang boleh duangkakan oleh pembayar

. cukai dan orang awam untuk persiapan lebih baik

berikutan fasa pertama pelaksanaan e-invois.

Pelaksanaan e-Invois di Malaysia adalah satu
pencapaian penting dalam perjalanan negara ke
arah transformasi digital, tetapi ia bukan tanpa ca-
baran dan halangan kepada perniagaan. Bagalma
napun, manfaat jangka panjang untuk perniagaan

- dan ekonomi perlu diambil kira.

s Dengan pelaksanaan e-Invois, secara umumnya,
Malaysia bergerak ke arah ekosmtem ‘kewangan le-
bih cekap dan telus. Kerajaan memainkan peranan
yang amat penting bagi memastikan pelaksanaan
e-Invois yang lancar dan berjaya, selaras dengan fo-
kus rangka kerja Ekonomi MADANI, ke arah kete-
lusan, kecekapan dan akauntabiliti dalam kerajaan.
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SAND MINING CONCESSION CASE

\(1\\

TWO MORE SAFE HOUSES UNCOVERED’

RM321,000 seized,
4 suspects held in
probe into MBI
Selangor graft case,
says Azam

OLIVIA MIWIL
KOTA KINABALU
olivia@nst.com.my

HE Malaysian Anti-Cor-

ruption Commission has

uncovered two more

“safe houses” and seized
RM321,000 in foreign and local
currencies in its probe into a mul-
ti-million ringgit corruption
scandal involving Menteri Besar
Selangor Incorporated (MBI Se-
langor).

Its chief commissioner, Tan Sri
Azam Baki, said they anticipated
more arrests in connection with
the investigation.

“We have also received infor-
mation that some money has
been invested in Singapore, and
there may be other bank ac-
counts,” he added.

Azam said yesterday that, con-
trary to earlier reports, four in-
dividuals had been taken into cus-
tody — three men and a womarn.

“The total number of arrests so
faris four.

“Among the suspects, only ¢ one' ; :
personisinremand untﬂ the 15th :

of the month.

“This is connected to a com- 7
he sa;d after

pany director,” C
opening the Integrity, Gover-

nance and Anti-Corruption Con-
vention at the Sabah Intemation—r-

al Convention Centre here.

Azam added that another man,
a 45-year-old former MBI em-
ployee, was detained only for a
night due to his prostate cancer
condition.

The third person was a 43-year-
old driver, and the fourth was a
46-year-old former finance offi-
cer involved in the sand—mmng
concession case.

Both were remanded for three

days and have since been gTe-

leased. :
Azam said a pohﬂc:

linked to the investigal

did not disclose the name.
“The politician will be sum-

moned once investigators have

gathered and verified evidence,
mcluding documents and mon-
ey.’

To date, 15 witnesses have been
called, with more expected.

Several investigation papers
have been opened under the
Malaysian Anti-Corruption Act
2009 and the Anti-Money Laun-

Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission Chief Commissioner Tan Sri Azam Baki speaking at the Integrity,

Governance and Anti-Corruption Convention in Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, yesterday. Pic BY ADAM ARININ

dering and Anti-Terrorism Fi-
nancing Act 2001.
During a raid on Saturday,

-~ MACC discovered S$1.529 million

in a location referred to as a “safe

house”.
Searches were also conducted
in Kuala Lumpur and Selangor. In another office, about
“My officers found two addi- RM78,000 was found,” said
tional safe houses where money Azam.

NEW ST"\-A.U'%T 565‘ ES
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was allegedly stored.
“One of them stored S$74,000.




Reports on Jalan Masijid India smkhele

KUALA: LUMPUR: The full results of .the land'

subsidence incident in Jalan Masjid India and the
geotechnical assessment
surrounding area are in the final stages of being

reviewed by relevant agencies, |ndud|ng police

and Kuala Lumpur City Hall.

Minister in the Prime Minister’s Depam'nent‘f

(Federal Territories) Dr Zaliha Mustafa said both

reports would' be first presented to the Cabinet
before any decision is made on whether to

disclose them to the public.

“The government is always committed to
transparency in carrying out investigations and
more so when it involves public safety, she said

*during the question-and-answer session in the
Dewan Rakyat yesterday.
“The geotechnical assessment reportinvolves

report of the

findings from the use of technologies such as
ground-penetrating radar and microgravity

testing to ensure soil stability in risk areas,
including the Central Business District (CBD) of
Kuala Lumpur. This study helps in identifying if

there are still areas that might be exposed to .
'«smkhole issues in the future”

- She said. thIs in response to a snpplergentary

_-qug-st:on from P. Prabakaran (PH-Batu) who
“wanted to know the government’s readiness to -
2 disclose to the -public the full investigation

results .ofthe smkhole incident in Jalan*Masyd
Indla o
-On Aug 23, a female Indian nationa] known as

,G Vijaya Lakshmi, from Kuppam in Andhra

Pradesh, India, went missing after falhng into an
eight-metre-deep sinkhole there.

Replying to Prabakaran’s original quest:on on

the current safety status, Zaliha said based ona

study conducted by a special task force chaired

by Kuala Lumpur Mayor Datuk Seri Maimunah

~ Mohd Sharif, Jalan Masjid India is now confirmed

(s

:tobesafeforallforrnsofacﬁviﬁs.

She said it was after considering the collective

expert opinions from various agencies, including
the police, Fire and Rescue Department, Public
Works Department, Minerals and Geoscience -
Department as well as professional organisations

- such as the Institution of Engineers Malaysia and

Malaysian Geotechnical Society.

- “Several short-term immediate actions were
implemented such as an integrity audit of utility

assets in the CBD areas, including Jalan Masjid

India, where mapping and underground

THE SUN
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udy being rewewed i

~ integrity testing were conducted to detect any
weaknesses in old assets.

On Iong-term plans, Zaliha said City Hall
would implement in-depth soil investigations
involving the use of deep boring techniques
and laboratory tesrs to ensure soil structure
stablllty

- With regard to compensatlon for the family of
the victim, Zaliha said that out of concern, the
government through CGity Hall had contributed
RM30,000 to help her family alleviate their

 burden due to the tragedy.

“The victim's family also received a donation
of RM10,000 from a sympathetic private entity.
“The government will not obstruct if the

deceased victim's family wishes to file a claim

through legal channels”— Bernama



